Dear Parents,









12/26/08

The beginning of a New Year has always been a time to reflect on the past year and look at areas in our lives that need changing or of rededication.  Many times we look at our lifestyle and make resolutions for the coming year.  
·  Take extra time and reflect on your life in Christ; finding ways to include God more in your daily life, your marriages, and your families.  

· Place all of these areas of your life in God’s hands, spending more time in prayer and desiring God’s will in your life.  
· Rejoice in God’s blessings and devote this coming year to getting to know God, who loves you beyond all understanding, a little better.
Upcoming events for your Calendar:

· Confirmation Session #3 will be on Sunday, January 4th from 1:00-3:45 pm.  Be prepared to be tested on you memorization along with your homework for the month.  Bring your Confirmation folder and your bibles to class.  
· Religious Education Classes resume Wednesday, January 7th. 
· The 8th grade will be having their Youth Mass on Sunday, Jan. 18th at the 10 am mass. Please have all of the 8th graders to church on that Sunday by 9:25 am.
· Wed. January 21st …Safe Environment Session #2.  All students will attend this session continuing an extra 30 minutes after Religious Education classes.  Parents are encouraged to attend.  If a parent chooses not to have their child involved in this program, they must sign and return the Parent/Guardian Notification form before Religious Education class.  A hand written sheet is not acceptable.  A parent can opt their child out or back into this program at any time. The final session will take place on April 22nd. 
· The 6th grade will be celebrating their Children's Mass on Sunday, February 1st at 10 am.  Please have all of those students to church on that Sunday by 9:25 am, ready to practice for their mass. 
· Confirmation Session #4 will be on Sunday, February 1st from 1:00-3:45pm.  Be prepared to be tested on you memorization along with your homework for the month.  Bring your Confirmation folder and your bibles to class. 
· The 7th grade will be having their Youth Mass on Sunday, Feb. 15th at the 10am mass. Please have all of the 7th graders to church on that Sunday by 9:25 am.
· There will be No classes on Feb. 18th due to Public School Break.  
· The time is coming for our annual Mardi Gras Parish Potluck Dinner/Dance scheduled for Saturday, February 21st.  There will be a sign up after masses as we get closer to that date.  

· On Wednesday, February 25th all grades will attend Ash Wednesday Mass at 7pm instead of their regular Religious Education classes. Grades K-12 will sign in for attendance before the service and then they may sit with their families.

FYI…Sacramental Parent Meetings will be held in conjunction with the Lenten Soup Suppers on Wednesdays March 4th, 11th, and 18th.  All parents with students in the 
1st Reconciliation/ Communion & Confirmation programs must attend.  Soup Suppers begin at 5:15pm and talks begin at 6pm in the church. 
So as we approach this New Year, my prayer is that, we as a community will take on the challenge to continue to pass the faith on to our children and grow in our own knowledge and relationship with God.

**Just a reminder…Please Drive very carefully in the back Parking Lot.  It is dark outside and it is often easy to overlook someone walking behind your car as you pull out.  Slippery conditions can also make it difficult to stop quickly if a student happens to dart out from behind a car.

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me at the office (722-4445), at home (723-1909) or by e-mail (desi@holyfamilyduluth.org)
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